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SCHEME (MA POLITICAL SCIENCE)  

No. of 

Courses 

Course Code Name of Course Maximum Marks 

CE ESE Total 

Semester I 

Core Course 1 PS 511 Modern Western Political Thought 25 75 100 

Core Course 2 PS 512 Contemporary Political Theory 25 75 100 

Core Course 3 PS 513 Indian Government & Politics 25 75 100 

Elective Course 1 PS 514 Gender Politics 25 75 100 

Semester II 

Core Course 4 PS 521 Comparative Politics 25 75 100 

Core Course 5 PS 522 Theories & Concepts of Public Administration 25 75 100 

Core Course 6 PS 523 Theories & Concepts of International Politics 25 75 100 

Elective Course 2 PS 524 State & Society in Kerala 25 75 100 

Semester III 

Core Course 7 PS 531 Research Methodology 25 75 100 

Core Course 8 PS 532 Gandhian Political Thought 25 75 100 

Core Course 9 PS 533 Issues in Indian Politics 25 75 100 

Elective Course 3 PS 534 Indian Administration 25 75 100 

Semester IV 

Core Course 10 PS 541 Modern Indian Social & Political Ideas 25 75 100 

Core Course 11 PS 542 Politics of Developing Countries  25 75 100 

Core Course 12 PS 543 Issues in International Politics 25 75 100 

Elective Course 4 PS 544 Environment, Development and Politics 25 75 100 

Core Course 13 Nil  Project Work + Viva-voce  

Or  

Essay 

Nil     80 + 20 

Or 

100 

100 

Core Course 14 Nil Comprehensive Viva-voce Nil  100 100 

Grand Total 1800 

*CE – Continuous Evaluation, ESE – End Semester Evaluation 
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SYLLABUS 

MA POLITICAL SCIENCE 

 

 

Semester I 

Core Courses 

PS 511  Modern Western Political Thought 

PS 512 Contemporary Political Theory 

PS 513 Indian Government & Politics 

 

Elective I 

PS 514  Gender Politics  

  

Semester II 

Core Courses 

PS 521 Comparative Politics 

PS 522 Theories & Concepts of Public Administration 

PS 523 Theories & Concepts of International Politics 

 

Elective II 

PS 524 State & Society in Kerala  

 

Semester III 

Core Courses 

        PS 531 Research Methodology 

  PS 532 Gandhian Political Thought 

        PS 533 Issues in Indian Politics 

 

Elective III 

 PS 534 Indian Administration 

 

Semester IV 

Core Courses 

PS 541 Modern Indian Social & Political Ideas 

PS 542 Politics of Developing Countries  

PS 543 Issues in International Politics 

 

Elective IV 

      PS 544 Environment, Development and Politics 
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PS 511 

MODERN WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 

 

Unit I Origin and Context of Modern Political Thought 

          Machiavelli: Theory of Government, Double Morality 

Unit II Social Contract Tradition 

Hobbes: Political Absolutism 

Locke: Double Contract, Political Obligation 

Rousseau:  Human Nature, General Will 

Unit III Utilitarianism 

         Bentham: Quantitative Utilitarianism 

         J.S. Mill:  Revision of Quantitative Utilitarianism, On Liberty 

         Democracy and Representative Government 

Unit IV Idealistic and Conservative Tradition 

        Immanuel Kant: Critique of Pure Reason 

        Hegel: Dialectics, Theory of State, Theory of Alienation 

        Edmund Burke:  Modern Conservatism, Critique of French Revolution 

Unit V Marxian Tradition 

Karl Marx: Dialectical Materialism, Historical Materialism 

Critique of Political Economy, Theory of Alienation 

Lenin: Theory of Imperialism, Vanguard Role of the Party 

 

Reading List 

Bevir Mark (ed.) (2010) Encyclopedia of Political Theory, London, Sage. 

Bidet Jacques and Stathis Kouvelakis (eds.) (2008) Critical Companion to Contemporary 

Marxism, Boston, Brill. 

Boucher David and Paul Kelly (eds.) (2003) Political Thinkers: From Socrates to the 

Present, New York, OUP. 

Brian Nelson R. (2013) Western Political Thoughts: From Socrates to the Age of Ideology, 

Delhi, Pearson. 

Cohen Martin (2001) Political Philosophy: From Plato to Mao, London, Pluto. 

Ebenstein William and Alan O. Ebenstein (1991) Great Political Thinkers: Plato to the 

Present, Fort Worth, Harcourt College Publishers.  

Gauthier David P. (2000) The Logic of Leviathan: The Moral and Political Theory of Thomas 

Hobbes, Oxford, OUP. 

Haywood Andrew (2004) Political Theory: An Introduction, London, Palgrave Macmillan. 

Matravers Derek and John Pike (eds.) (2003) Debates in Contemporary Philosophy: An 

Anthology, London, Routledge. 

Miskelly Matthew and Jaime Noce (eds.) (2002) Political Theories for Students, Farmington 

Hills: Gale Group Inc. 

Plant Raymond (1991) Modern Political Thought, London, Blackwell. 

Sabine G.H. (1968) A History of Political Theory, New Delhi, Oxford. 
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Schmitt Carl (1996) The Leviathan in the State Theory of Thomas Hobbes, London, 

Greenwood Press. 

Simmons John (1992) The Lockean Theory of Rights, Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Skinner Quentin (2002) The Foundations of Modern Political Thought (Vol. 1,The 

Rennaisance), Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Sparks Chris and Stuart Isaacs (2004) Political Theorists in Context, London, Routledge. 

Stephon K. White (2002) “Pluralism, Platitudes, and Paradoxes: Fifty Years of Western 

Political Thought”, Political Theory, Vol.30 No.4, August 2002, pp.472-481. 

Volin Sheldon S. (2004) Politics and Vision: Continuity And Innovation in Western Thought, 

Princeton, Princeton University Press. 

White Michael J. (2003) Political Philosophy: An Historical Introduction, Oxford, One 

World Publications. 

 

PS  512 

CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THEORY 

 

Unit I Significance of Contemporary Political Theory 

Major Concepts 

Liberty (Isaiah Berlin and Amartya Sen) 

Equality and Justice (John Rawls) 

Power (Michael Foucault) 

Unit II Rational Choice Theory and Neoliberalism 

Unit III Communitarianism and Libertarianism 

   (Michael Sandel, Robert Nozik and Milton Freidman) 

Unit IV Civil Society and Public Sphere (Habermas) 

Unit V Multiculturalism and Secularism 

(Bhiku Parekh, John Porter, Will Kymlicka and Charles Taylor) 

 

Reading List 

Bhargava Rajeev (1998) Secularism and its Critics in India, New Delhi, OUP. 

Calhoun Craig J. (1996), Habermas and Public Sphere, Massachusetts, MIT. 

Calhoun Craig J. et. al. (eds.) (2011), Rethinking Secularism, New York: OUP. 

Cohen Jean L. and Andrew Arato (1992) Civil Society and Political Theory, Massachusetts, 

MIT. 

DeLaney C. F. (1994) The Liberalism Communitarianism Debate: Liberty and Community 

Values, London, Rowman and Littlefield. 

Farrelly C. P. (2004), Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader, New Delhi, Sage. 

Farrelly C. P. (2004): An Introduction to Contemporary Political Theory, New Delhi, Sage. 

Finlayson James Gordon (2005) Habermas: A Very Short Introduction, London: OUP. 

Gaus Gerald F. (2000) Political Concepts and Political Theories, Boulder,  Westview Press. 

Gaus Gerald F. and Chandran Kukathas (2004) Handbook of Political Theory, London, Sage. 

Harvey David (2005)  A Brief History of Neoliberalism, New York, OUP. 
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Howell Jude A. and  Jenny Pearce (2002) Civil Society & Development: A Critical 

Exploration, Boulder, Lynne Reiner. 

Kaviraj Sudipta and Sunil Khilnani (2001) Civil Society: History and Possibilities, 

Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Keane John (1998) Civil Society: Old Images, New Visions, Stanford, Stanford University 

Press. 

Kymlicka Will (1995) Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights, 

Oxford, OUP. 

Lukes Steven (2005) Power: A Radical View, London, Palgrave Macmillan. 

Mahajan Gurpreet (2002) Multicultural Path: Issues of Diversity and Discrimination in 

Democracy, New Delhi, Sage. 

McKinnon Catriona (2008) Issues in Political Theory, New Delhi, OUP. 

Parekh Bhikhu C. (2002) Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and Political 

Theory, London, Macmillan. 

Parsons Stephen D. (2005) Rational Choice and Politics: A Critical Introduction, London, 

Continuum. 

Pettit Phillip (ed.)  1991) Contemporary Political Theory, London, Macmillan. 

Porter John, (1965) The Vertical Mosaic: An Analysis of Social Class and Power in Canada, 

Toronto, University of Toronto Press. 

Rattansi Ali (2011) Multiculturalism: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford, Oxford University 

Press. 

Sandel Michael (ed.) (2007) Justice: A Reader, Oxford, OUP. 

Simon Robert L. (ed.) (2002) The Blackwell Guide to Social and Political Philosophy, 

Oxford, Blackwell. 

Steger Manfred B. and Ravi K. Roy (2010) Neoliberalism: A Very Short History, New York, 

OUP. 

Taylor Charles (2002): A Secular Age, New York, Belknap Press. 

Taylor Charles (2011) Multiculturalism, Princeton, Princeton University Press. 

Vincent Andrew (2007) The Nature of Political Theory, Oxford, OUP. 

Volin Sheldon S. (2004) Politics and Vision: Continuity and Innovation in Western Political 

Thought, Princeton, Princeton University Press. 

Wessendorf Susanne (2010) The Multiculturalism Backlash: European Discourses, Policies 

and Practices, New York, Routledge. 

 

 

PS  513 

 

INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 

UNIT I Constitution and Constitutional law 

Philosophy of the Constitution 

Objectives Resolution 
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Framing of the Constitution 

Constituent Assembly  

Preamble: Purposes-significance-Content and Scope 

UNIT II Compromising States Authority with Individual Status 

Fundamental Rights: Need and Importance and Features 

Human Rights Jurisprudence  

Concept of „State‟ under Art.12 

Nature and Scope of Art.13 

Question of Amendability of Fundamental Rights 

Directive Principles: Nature, Scope and Status 

Fundamental Duties 

UNIT III Federal Process: Centre-State relations:  Constitutional provisions- Operational 

Dynamics 

Call for Devolution and Autonomy 

Federal theories: State Rights Theory, -Co-operative Federalism, -Centralized 

Federalism 

Validation of India‟s Federal Set up 

UNIT IV Legal Order and Process: The Judiciary 

Judicial Review, Judicial Activism, PIL  

Judiciary and Social change 

Independent V. Committed Judiciary 

Need for Jjudicial Reform 

UNIT V Amendment of the Constitution - Art.368 - Prior to the Constitution (Twenty  

Fourth Amendment) Act, 1971 and After 

Study on Select Constitutional Cases: 

1) A.K.Gopalan V. State of Madras, AIR 1950 SC27. 

2)  Kerala Education Bill, 1958 SC 956. 

3) Golknath V. State of Punjab, AIR 1967 SC1643. 

4) Keshavananda Bharathi V. State of Kerala, AIR 1973 SC 1461. 

5) E.P. Royappa V. State of Tamil Nadu. AIR 1974SC 555. 

6) S.R. Bommai V. Union of India, AIR 1994 SC 1918. 

7) Maneka Gandhi V. Union of India, AIR 1978 SC 597 

8) Minerva Mills Ltd. V. Union of India, AIR 1980, SC 1789. 

9) Bandhu MukthiMorcha V. Union of India, (1984) 3SC 161. 

10) Indira Sawhney V. Union of India, AIR 1993 SC 477. 

11) GianKaur V. State of Punjab (1996) 2SC 648. 

Reading List 

Arora Balveer and Douglas Verney (eds.) (1995) Multiple Identities in a Single State: Indian 

Federalism in Comparative Perspective, Delhi, Konark. 

Austin Granville (1999) The Indian Constitution: Corner Stone of a Nation, Oxford, OUP. 

Austin Granville (2000) Working of a Democratic Constitution, Delhi, Oxford. 

Bakshi  P.N. (2008) The Constitution of India, Allahabad, Law Publishers. 
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Basu D.D. (1981) The Shorter Constitution of India, New Delhi, Prentice-Hall of India.  

Basu D.D. (2000) An Introduction to the Constitution of India, Nagpur, Wadhwa. 

Baxi Upendra (1982) The Crisis of Indian Legal System, New Delhi, Vikas. 

Guha Ramachandra (2007) India After Gandhi: The History of the Words‟s Largest 

Democracy, London, Macmillan. 

Jain M.P. (2008)   Indian Constitutional Law, Delhi, Butterworths. 

Jalal Ayesha (1995) Democracy and Authoritarianism in South Asia:  A Contemporary 

Historical 

Jayal Niraja Gopal (ed.) (2001) Democracy in India, New Delhi:  OUP. 

Jones Morris (1964) The Government and Politics of India, London, Hutchinson University 

Library. 

Kaviraj Sudipta (1997) Politics in India, Calcutta, OUP. 

Kohli Atul (ed.) (1988) India‟s Democracy: An Analysis of  Changing State Relations, New 

Jersey, Princeton.  

Kothari Rajni (1993) Growing Amnesia:  An Essay on Poverty and Human Consciousness, 

New Delhi:  Viking. 

Noorani A.G. (2000) Constitutional Questions in India: The President, Parliament and the 

States, New Delhi, Oxford. 

Omvedt Gail (2007)  Dalit Politics and Democratic Revolution, New Delhi, OUP.  

Pandey J.N. ( 2010) The Constitutional Law of India, Central Law Agency, Allahabad. 

Pylee M.V. (1995) An Introduction to the Constitution of India, New Delhi, Vikas. 

Raman Pillai K. (2010) Facets of Indian Politics, New Delhi, APH Publishing Corporation. 

Ray Amal, S.K. Chatterjee et.al.,  (1982) Political Development and Constitution, New Delhi, 

Vikas. 

Verma  andKusum (eds.) (2000) Fifty Years of the Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, 

Oxford. 

 

PS  521 

COMPARATIVE POLITICS 

 

Unit I History and Evolution of Comparative Politics 

Theories of Comparative Politics: 

Institutionalism and Neo-institutionalism 

Structural-Functionalism 

Political Economy 

Rational Choice Approach 

Dependency and World System Theory 

Unit II Democracy and Authoritarianism         

Typology- Parliamentary, Presidential, Constitutional, Islamic, Liberal and Marke  

Unit III Federalism and Political Process 

Federalism- characteristics- Dual Federalism and Competitive Federalism 

Federal-State Relations- Canada, India, Australia     
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Unit IV Civil Society: Emergence, Mobilization and Success  

 Brazil, Egypt and India 

 Interest Groups and Pressure Groups- USA, Poland and Russia 

Unit V Party System– Genealogy, Morphology and Dynamics 

(Draw Examples from France, Sri Lanka and Brazil) 

Unit VI Major Concepts  

Polyarchy, Civic Culture, Patrimonialism, Failed State, Third Wave Democratisation, 

Glasnost and Perestroika, Empire 

 

Reading List 

Alavi H. and T. Shanin (1982) Sociology of Developing Societies, London, Macmillan. 

Alford Robert A. and Roger Friedland (1985) Powers of Theory, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press. 

Almond G.A. and G.B. Powell (1966) Comparative Politics: A Developmental Approach, 

Boston, Little Brown. 

Almond G.A. and J.S. Coleman (1971) The Politics of the Developing Areas, New Jersey, 

Princeton University Press. 

Blondel Jean Comparative Government: A Reader (1975) London, Macmillan. 

 Boix Carles and Susan C Stokes (ed.) (2009) Comparative Politics, New York, Oxford 

University Press. 

Bottomore  T.B.  Elites and Society, Harmondsworth, Penguin. 

Cantori L.J. and A. H. Ziegler (eds.) Comparative Politics in the Post-Behaviouralist Era, 

London, Lynne Rienner. 

Caramani Daniele (ed.) (2008) Comparative Politics, New York, Oxford University Press. 

Chilcote Ronald (1994) Theories of Comparative Politics: The Search for a Paradigm 

Reconsidered, Boulder, Westview. 

Curtis M. (1978) Comparative Government & Politics: An Introductory Essay in Political 

Science, New York,  Harper & Row. 

Green December and Laura Luehrmann (2010) Comparative Politics of the Third World: 

Linking Concepts and Cases, New York, Lynne Rienner. 

Hague Rod and Martin Harrop (2007) Comparative Government and Politics – an 

Introduction, New York, Palgrave Macmillian. 

Hardt  Michael and Antonio Negri (2000)  Empire, Cambridge, Harvard University Press. 

Huntington Samuel P. (1991) The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth 

Century, Norman, University of Oklahama Press. 

Kamrava Mehran (2008) Understanding Comparative Politics: A Framework for Analysis, 

NewYork, Routledge. 

Kopstein Jeffrey and Mark Lichbach (eds.) (2000) Comparative Politics: Interests, Identities 

and Institution in a Changing Global Order, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Lichbach Mack Irving and Alan S. Zuckerman (eds.) (2009) Comparative Politics: 

Rationality, Culture and Structure, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 
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Malik S.C. (ed.) (1978) Indian Movements: Some Aspects of Dissent, Protest and Reform, 

Simla, IIAS,  

Manor James (ed.) (1991) Rethinking Third World Politics, London, Longman. 

Mc Cornick John (2010) Comparative Politics in Transition, Wadsworth, Cengage  Learning. 

Mills Wright C. (1959) The Power Elite, New York, John Wiley. 

Moore Barrington Jr. (1966) The Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, 

Harmondsworth, Pelican. 

Newton Kenneth and Jan W. Van Deth (2010) Foundations of Comparative Politics: 

Democracies of the Modern World, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Oommen T.K. (1990) Protest and Change: Studies in Social Movements, New Delhi, Sage. 

Pye Lucian W. (1966) Aspects of Political Development, New Delhi, Amerind Publications.  

Pye Lucian W. and Sidney Verba (1972) Political Culture and Political Development, New 

Jersey, Princeton University Press. 

Rahnema  Majid and Victoria Bawtree (eds.) (1997)  The Post-Development Reader, London, 

Zed.  

Rao M.S.A. (1987) Social Movements and Social Transformation: A Study of Two Backward 

Classes Movement in India, New Delhi, Manohar Publications. 

Sartori G. (2005) Parties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analysis, Colchester, ECPR 

Press. 

Sen Amartya (1999) „Democracy as a Universal Value‟, Journal of Democracy Vol.10 pp. 3-

17. 

Shah Ghanshyam (1990) Social Movements in India: A Review of the Literature, New Delhi, 

Sage. 

Stephan Alfred (2001) Arguing Comparative Politics, Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Tornquist Olle (1999) Politics and Development: A Critical Introduction, New Delhi, Sage. 

Wayne Ellwood (2001) The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalisation, London, Verso. 

Wiarda H. J. (ed.) (1986) New Developments in Comparative Politics, Boulder, Westview.  

William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder and Sona N. Golder (2009) Principles of Comparative 

Politics, Washington, CQ Press. 

Zargorski Paul W. (2009) Comparative Politics: Continuity and Breakdown in the 

Contemporary World, New York, Routledge. 

 

 

PS  522 

THEORIES AND CONCEPTS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

 

Unit 1 Introduction to Public Administration 

Meaning, Nature, Scope and Significance of Public Administration 

Evolution of Public Administration 

New Public Administration, New Public Management 

Inter Disciplinary Approaches to the Study of Public Administration (Sociology, 

Political Science, Psychology, Economics, Management, Law) 
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Unit 2 Approaches to Public Administration 

Comparative Public Administration, Structural-Functional Approach, Ecological 

Approach,  

Rational-Choice Approach, Public Choice Approach  

Unit 3 Basic Concepts and Principles of Administration             

Bases of Organisation, Hierarchy, Unity of Command, Span of Control, Authority and 

Responsibility, Co-ordination, Centralization and Decentralization, Delegation, 

Supervision, Line and Staff. 

Unit 4 Theories of Administration 

Scientific Management Theory (F. W. Taylor), Classical Theory (Fayol, Gullick & 

Urwick) 

Bureaucratic Theory (Max Weber), Human Relations Theory (Elton Mayo), 

Behavioural Approach (M. P. Follet, Chester Bernard)/ Decision Making Theory 

(Herbert Simon) 

 Systems Theory   

Unit5 Contemporary Discourse 

Governance-Concepts and Challenges, Good Governance-Features and Prospects 

Theories of Governance- H. George Fredrickson- Governance as the New Public 

Management, Administrative Conjunction (Governance as repositioning of Public 

Administration) 

 

Reading List 

Ali Shum Sun Nisa (1990) Eminent Administrative Thinkers, New Delhi, Associated 

Publishing House.  

Arndt Christiane and Charles Oman (2006) Uses and Abuses of Governance Indicators, Paris, 

OECD. 

Arora R.K. & Meena Sogani (2010) Governance in India: Paradigms and Practices, Jaipur, 

Aalekh Publishers. 

Arora R.K. and Meena Sogani (2010) Governance in India: Paradigms and Practices, Jaipur, 

Aalekh Publishers. 

Arora R.K. and Sogani Meena(eds.) (1991) Themes and Issues in Administrative Theory, 

Jaipur, Arihant Publishers. 

Arora, R.K (1979) Perspectives in Administrative Theory, New Delhi, Associated Publishing 

House.  

Baghel C.L. and Yogendra Kumar (2005) Public Administration, (Volumes I and II), New 

Delhi, Kanishka Publishers. 

Basu Rumki (2006) Public Administration: Concepts and Theories, New Delhi, Sterling. 

Batley Richard and Larbi George (2004) The Changing Role of Government: The Reform of 

Public Services in Developing Countries, London, McMillan. 

Bhattacharya Mohit (1979) Bureaucracy and Development Administration, New Delhi, 

Uppal Publishing House. 
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Bhattacharya Mohit (2008) New Horizons of Public Administration, New Delhi, Jawahar 

Publishers & Distributors. 

Chakrabarthy, Bidyut & Prakash Chand (2012) Public Administration in a Globalising 

World, New Delhi, Sage. 

Chakrabarty Bidyut (2007) Reinventing Public Administration: The Indian Experience, New 

Delhi, Orient Longman. 

Donald Menzel and Harvey White (eds.) (2011) The State of Public Administration: Issues, 

Challenges and Opportunity, New York, M. E. Sharpe. 

Dubois H.F.W. and Fattore G. (2009) “Definitions and Typologies in Public Administration 

Research: the Case of Decentralization”, International Journal of Public Administration, 

32(8). 

Fadia B. L. and  Fadia Kuldeep (2008) Public Administration: Administrative Theories and 

Concepts, Agra, Sahitya Bhawan Publications.  

Henry Nicholas (2006) Public Administration and Public Affairs, New Delhi, Prentice Hall of 

India. 

Hooja Rakesh and  R.K. Arora (2007) Administrative Theories: Approaches, Concepts and 

Thinkers in Public Administration, Jaipur, Rawat Publications. 

Kapur Devesh and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (2005) Public Institutions in India: Performance and 

Design, Delhi, Oxford University Press. 

Lynn Lawrence Jr. (2006) Public Management: Old and New, New York, Routledge. 

Maheswari S.R. (1994) Administrative Theories, New Delhi, Allied Publishers.  

Medury Uma (2011) Public Administration in the Globalization Era: The New Public 

Management Perspective, Hyderabad, Orient Black Swan. 

Nigro Felix A, Lloyd G and Nigro (1989) Modern Public Administration, NewYork, Harper 

& Row. 

Osborne D. and Gaeblar T. (1992) Reinventing Government: How the Entrepreneurial Spirit 

is Transforming the Public Sector, New York, Addison-Wesley Publication. 

Peter Self (1981) Administrative Theories and Politics, New Delhi, S. Chand & Co.  

Prasad D. Ravindra, Prasad V.S. and Satyanarayan P. (2004) Administrative Thinkers, New 

Delhi, Sterling.  

Riggs F.W. (2011) The Ecology of Public Administration, New Delhi, IIPA.  

Robbins S.P. (1985) The Administrative Process, New Delhi, Prentice-Hall. 

Robbins Stephen P. and Timothy Judge A. (2008) Essentials of Organisational Behavior, 

Delhi, Pearson Education.  

Sharma M.P. and Sadana B.L. (2008)  Public Administration in Theory and Practice, 

Allahabad, Kitab Mahal.  

Singh S. (1961)  Development Administration, Bombay, Asia Publishing House.  

The Indian Journal of Public Administration, Special Number on Towards Good Governance 

(1998), IIPA, New Delhi. 

White L.D (1982) Introduction to Study of Public Administration, New Delhi, Eurasia 

Publishing House.  
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PS  523 

THEORIES AND CONCEPTS OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

 

Unit I Perspectives on the Study of International Politics 

Introduction to International Politics 

Changing Dimensions of the Concept of Power 

Elements of National power 

Changing Nature of State and National Interest 

Unit II Approaches to the Study of International Politics 

Realism, Neo-realism, Liberalism, Neoliberalism, Constructivism 

Decision Making Theories: System Theory, Game Theory, Communication Theory  

Dependency and World System Theory 

Unit III Alliances in World Politics 

Balance of Power  

Collective Security 

Traditional and Non-traditional Security 

Unit IV Foreign Policy and Diplomacy 

Determinants of Foreign Policy 

The Nature and Scope of International Law 

Diplomacy-Types and Practices 

Unit V Peace and Conflicts 

Nature, Causes and Types of War 

Peace and Conflict Resolution in International Politics 

Non-state Actors and Global Civil Society 

 

Reading List 

Bajpai K. and Siddharth M. (2005) (eds.) International Relations in India: Bringing Theory 

Back Home, New Delhi, Orient Longman.  

Baylis John and Steve Smith (eds.) The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford, Oxford 

University Press. 

Baylis, Smith &Owen (2008) Globalisation of World Politics: Introduction to International 

Relations, Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Brown Chris (2001)  Understanding International Relations, Basingstoke, Palgrave. 

Brown Chris, Terry Nardin and Nicholas Rengger (eds.) (2002) International Relations in 

Political Thought: Texts from the Ancient Greeks to the First World War, Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press.   

Bull Hedley (2002), The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics, 

Basingstoke, Palgrave. 

Burchill  S. and Andrew Linklater (1996)  (eds.) Theories of International Relations, New 

York, St. Martins Press. 

Burchill S. Andrew Linklater et. al., (2009) Theories of International Relations, Basingstoke, 

Palgrave. 
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Chatterjee Aneek (2010), International Relations Today: Concepts and Applications, New 

Delhi, Pearson Education. 

Christian Reus-smit and Duncan Snidal (2010) (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of International 

Relations, Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Dunne Tim, Milja Kurki and S. Smith (2010), International Relations Theories: Discipline 

and Diversity, Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Frankel Joseph (1973), Contemporary International Theory and the Behaviour of States, 

Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Gilpin Robert (2010) Global Political Economy: Understanding The International Economic 

Order, Hyderabad, Orient Black Swan. 

Halliday Fred (1994), Rethinking International Relations, London, Macmillan. 

Holsti K.J. (1991), International Politics: A Framework for Analysis, New Delhi, Prentice 

Hall of India. 

Jackson and Sorensen, G. (2008), Introduction to International Relations: Theories and 

Approaches, New Delhi, Oxford University Press. 

Knorr Klaus (ed.)  (1987)  Power, Strategy and Security, New Delhi, Asian Books. 

Kothari Rajni (1988), Transformation and Survival: In Search of Humane World Order, 

Delhi, Ajanta. 

Kubalkova V. and Cruickshank (1980), Marxism and Theory of International Relations, 

London, Routledge. 

Light  M. and A.J.R. Groom (eds.)  (1985) International Relations: A Handbook of Current 

theory, London, Frances Pinter. 

Linklater A. (ed.) (2000), International Relations: Critical Concepts in Political Science, 

(Vol. 1-5) London, Routledge. 

Neuman Stephanie G. (1998)  International Relations Theory and the Third World, London, 

Macmillan. 

Smith S., K. Booth et al. (eds.) (1996), International Relations Theory: Positivism and 

Beyond, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Spegele Roger (1996), Political Realism in International Theory, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University Press. 

Strange Susan (1996), The Retreat of the State: The Diffusion of Power in the World 

Economy, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Taylor Trevor (ed.) (1978) Approaches and Theory in International Relations, London, 

Longman. 

Viotti Paul R. Mark V. Kauppi (2007)  International Relations and World Politics, New 

Delhi, Pearson Education. 

Walker R.B.J. (1993) Inside/Outside: International Relations as Political Theory, 

Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

Waltz Kenneth (1979)  Theory of International Politics, London, Addison-Wesley 

Publishing. 

Whittaker David J. (1997) United Nations in the Contemporary World: The Making of the 

Contemporary World, London, London, Routledge. 
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Williams H. L. et. al., (eds.) (1993)   A Reader in International Relations and Political 

Theory, Vancouver, UBC Press. 

Williams Marc (1989), International Relations in the Twentieth Century: A Reader, New 

York, New York University Press. 

 

PS  531 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 Unit I Philosophy of Social Science  

Value –Fact Relationship  

Question of Objectivity  

Scientific Explanation and Interpretative Understanding of Social Sciences. 

 Qualitative Vs. Quantitative research. 

Unit II Concept, Hypothesis and Variables in Political Science- Selection and  

Formulation of Research Problem. 

Unit III Synopsis Preparation and Research Design 

Types of Designs: Exploratory, Descriptive, Diagnostic and Experimental. 

Unit IV Sampling-Types of Sampling: Probability Sampling Techniques and Non- 

Probability Sampling Techniques.  

Unit V Major Stages of Research 

Data Collection –Tools of Data Collection  

Data Analysis– Use of Computer and Internet 

 

Reading List 

Aneshensel. C.S. (2002) Theory-Based Data Analysis for the Social Sciences, London, Pine 

Forges Press.  

Bernard Russell H. (2012) Social Research Methods, New Delhi, Sage. 

Blablock H.M. (1970) An introduction to Social Research, Englewood Cliffs, Prentice Hall. 

Blackburn  R. (ed.)  (1972) Ideology and Social Science, London, Fontana. 
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GENDER POLITICS 

 

Unit I Contextualising Gender  

Concepts and Definitions: Sex, Gender, Transgender, Masculinity and Femininity, 

Patriarchy and Politics of the Body. 

 Theories of Gender Relations-- Liberal, Radical, Socialist and Post-modernist 

Unit II Ecofeminism  

  Women and the Environment 

Women, Nature and Culture 

Ecofeminist Movements:  Love Canal Campaign (USA), Chipko Movement (India) 

and Green Belt Movement (Kenya) 

Unit III Gender and Development 

Stereotyping Women in Development Planning and Policy 

Sexual Division of Labour 

Gender-related Development Index (GDI) 

Gender Empowerment Index (GEM) 

Women in Development (WID) and Gender and Developmrnt (GAD) 

Unit IV Feminist Movement in India 

Women and Social Chang in India  

Personal is Political: Women‟s Role in the Family 

Women Reservation Bill 
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Unit V Gender Question in Kerala 

Public and Private Lives of Women in Kerala 

Women and the Kerala Model of Development 

Women and Media in Kerala 
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STATE AND SOCIETY IN KERALA 

 

UNIT I Historical Background  

Traditional Society, Economy and Power structure   

Impact of Colonialism 

Contributions of Social Reformers: Ayya Guru, VaikundaSwamikal, 

SreeNarayana Guru, Chattambi Swamikal, Ayyankali, V.T.Bhattathiripad, 

Pandit Karuppan, Vakkom Abdul Khader Maulavi. 
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UNIT II Political Movements 

Malayali Memorial 

Press Freedom (Swadeshabhimani Ramakrishna Pillai) 

Civil Rights Movement 

Struggle for Responsible Government in Travancore and Cochin 

National Movement in Malabar 

Peasant and Trade Union Movements  

Socialist and Communist Movement 

UNIT III Institutions and the Democratic Process: 

Movement for Aikya Keralam 

Evolution of  Legislature, Executive and Civil Service 

Land Reforms and Socio-economic Changes 

Kerala  Model of Development 

Panchayat Raj experiment and People‟s Planning 

UNIT IV Issues in State Politics  

Coalition Politics 

Interest groups and Pressure Groups 

Marginalisation and Social Exclusion: Women, Dalit, Adivasi and   

Environmental Movements. 

UNIT V Disquieting Trends in Kerala Politics 

Communalism/Casteism 

Mafia politics 

Corruption 
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PS  534  

INDIAN ADMINISTRATION 

  

Unit 1 Evolution of Indian Administration 

Kautilya‟s Contribution, Mughal Administration 

British Legacy, Post Independent Period 

Unit 2 Administration at Union Level 

 PMO, Central Secretariat  

Cabinet Secretariat, Ministry of Home Affairs, Finance, External Affairs, HRD 

Unit 3 Public Services 

  All India Service, Central Services 

State Services, Recruitment Agencies – UPSC, SPSC & Staff Selection Commission 

Unit 4 State Administration 

State Secretariat – Organization and Role, Chief Secretary 

District Administration – District Collector, Local Governance – Urban and Rural 

Unit 5 Issues and Challenges in Indian Administration 

Minister-Civil Servant Relation, Generalist Vs. Specialist debate, Corruption in 

Administration 

Redressal Mechanisms – Lokpal, Lokayuktha, RTI, Central Vigilance Commission, 

Right to Service 

Administrative Reform Commissions in India- Morarji Desai and Veerappa Moily 

Commissions 
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ENVIRONMENT, DEVELOPMENT AND POLITICS 

 

Unit I Environmental and Social Theory 

Eco-centrism Vs. Anthropo-centrism 

Industrial Revolution and Ecological Transformation 

Colonial Environmental Policy 

Marxist Theory of Environment 

Green Politics 

Eco-feminism 

Unit II Global Environmental Governance – Role of UN Agencies 

Stockholm Conference 

UNEP 

Brundtland Report  

Earth Summit  

Sustainable Development 

Unit III Environmental Degradation of the Global Commons 

Politics of Water 

Tropical Forest Lands and Developmental Initiatives 

Politics of Climate Change  
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Unit IV Environment vs. Development debate 

Chipko Movement 

Narmada Dam Issue 

Mining and the Displacement of Tribals in Eastern India 

Unit V Environmental Conservation and the Indian State 

Principles of Environmental Legislation in India: 

(Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pays Principle, Absolute Liability, 

Public Trust Doctrine and Sustainable Development) 

Conservation of the Western Ghats (Gadgil Committee Report) 
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Dear Student,  

The School of Distance Education (SDE), University of Kerala with great pleasure 

welcomes you to the Masters Programme in Political Science. We hope that you have 

selected Political Science with the keen interest to learn the subject as it is and not for merely 

acquiring a master‟s degree. Those who have a Bachelor‟s Degree in Political Science will 

get an upgradation to their pre-existing knowledge in the discipline through this programme 

while those who hail from other disciplines may see the subject as new and challenging. Thus 

students from other subjects please go through the basic undergraduate lessons of Political 

Science before the commencement of classes.  

Regarding distance mode of education, the role of a learner is highly significant as 

their opportunities to have direct contact with teachers are limited. As such the students have 

to work with great devotion and enthusiasm. We always try to provide maximum number of 

contact classes and good study materials to students within the limits of a distance education 

programme. Hence attending the contact classes is very important in your learning process. 

The study materials known as SLM (Self Learning Materials) are intended for self learning. 

However you must read and refer the list of books given at the end of every unit titled, 

„further/suggested readings‟ as well as the reading list given in the syllabus of each course. 

The extra readings will help you to increase your ability of self-learning and subject 

knowledge. Subject books, journals and other periodicals are available in SDE Library, 

University Library and libraries in the Karivattom campus. Kindly make use of the libraries 

for an effective learning. It will be helpful for you to comprehend the contact classes well if 

you read the units before the consequent class.  

The syllabus for all the four semesters is included in this booklet. Please go through 

the syllabus thoroughly. The MA Political Science programme consists of 18 Courses 

(Papers) in total, out of which 4 Courses are offered in the first three semesters and 6 Courses 

in the last semester. There will be a Project Work and Project based Viva-voce or Essay as 

well as a Comprehensive Viva-voce in the last semester. For each Course there will be 

Continuous Evaluation (CE) for 25 marks and End semester Evaluation (ESE) for 100 marks 

except for the Project Work or Essay and Comprehensive Viva-voce. While 100 marks is 

allotted to the Essay and Comprehensive Viva-voce, 80 marks is allotted to the Project Work 

and 20 marks for the Viva-voce based on the Project Work.  
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The Continuous Evaluation will have two components, namely, assignment and Test 

Paper/Practicum/Case Analysis. For assignment 15 marks is allotted and 10 marks is for the 

Test Paper/Practicum/Case Analysis. Students should submit an assignment for each Course 

to the coordinator at the end of each semester. Make it sure that the assignments are reached 

at the hand of the coordinator on time. The assignment topics with detailed instructions will 

be available in the SDE website immediately after the commencement of each semester. 

After evaluation you can verify your internal marks published in the website and report your 

complaints (if any) in this regard to the coordinator within the stipulated time. Please note 

that without internal marks the results of your MA Programme cannot be published and those 

who fail to submit it on time can submit the same along with their next batch. Similarly as 

part of Continuous Evaluation you must do a Test Paper/Practicum/Case Analysis. Details 

regarding the same will also be available in the website.  

Moreover you must either do a Project Work or write an Essay examination and must 

pass the Comprehensive Viva-voce examination for completion of the programme. Details 

regarding the project will be announced in the beginning of third semester. The Project Work 

shall be submitted in the fourth semester based on the synopsis approved by the coordinator 

of the programme. The Comprehensive Viva-voce examination will be held along with the 

fourth end semester examination.  

For further academic and non-academic details please see the prospectus or visit 

www.ideku.net. We ensure our sincere support during your association with SDE and expect 

your cooperation for the successful completion of the programme.  

 

 

With best wishes,  

Dr. Rose Mary George  

Asst. Professor & Course Co-coordinator  

MA Political Science 

School of Distance Education 

 

 

http://www.ideku.net/

